2009 EVALUATION CRITERIA

TECHNICAL:

(1) Web sites must be written in a manner that provides access to viewers using all
currently distributed browsers. The need for proprietary software or specialized browser
"plug-ins" is discouraged.

(2) Web pages should be easily viewable on all screen resolutions. Although screen
formats are transitioning to higher resolutions, users with lower resolution displays must
have full accessibility. For example, if page elements do not fit on a 680x480 format,
unseen elements should be made accessible through the use of scroll bars.

(3) The use of new technologies and innovative features is highly encouraged. Such
features should be used to enhance site operation, and not as a substitute for the basic
elements of a site.

(4) A means to easily navigate the Web site should be provided. Generally stated, the
viewer should be able to easily navigate throughout the site, and return to the entry point,
without becoming lost. The use of navigation buttons, frames, or standardized boarders
can provide the necessary tools.

(5) Webmasters are encouraged to adopt the W3C standards for web site authoring
standards. Additional information may be found at the W3C site.

CONTENT:

(1) Proper Auxiliary and sponsoring unit identification must be visually provided on all
sites. The name of the sponsoring unit must also appear in the <TITLE> section of the
page header.

(2) All posted information should further the objectives of the Auxiliary, and should be
relevant to the interests of Auxiliary members and/or the boating public. In addition,
information should be accurate, current, concisely stated, and understandable.

(3) Content for Auxiliary Web pages must be developed and maintained at the most
appropriate level. Web sites at other levels must link to that material rather than
duplicating it. Thus, information regarding national policies and information will be
developed and maintained on the national Web page to which other pages can link;
district policies and information will be developed and maintained on district Web sites;


http://www.w3.org/WAI/�

and so on.

(4) All links should be functional. Links to sites outside of the CG and CGAUX must
provide a "value added" source of information or service directly related to Auxiliary
activities.

(5) Links should be provided to the national Web site, and other relevant district,
division, and flotilla sites.

(6) All sites should display the standard Link Disclaimer as listed in the Auxiliary
Internet Policy.

(7) Web pages should be designed to load quickly. Unnecessary gimmicks, large high
resolution pictures, overuse of action icons, and background music should be avoided.

(8) All sites must display a Privacy Statement that specifically describes the site's
collection and use of personal information.

(9) All sites must post an email contact address or MAILTO: link in a prominent
location. The contact person must be someone will respond to inquiries in a timely
manner.

(10) Auxiliary sites should make every effort to accommodate viewers with disabilities.
It is recommended that sites conform to the CAST Bobby Level 1 requirements.

APPEARANCE:

(1) The Web site opening page should be designed to catch the interest of the viewer.
(2) Web page layout should provide a visually appealing framework to display the
materials being presented. Effective use of graphics, images, backgrounds, frames, and

borders can enhance the effectiveness of the site.

(3) The overall appearance of a Web site should present a consistent look and feel. It is
important to maintain this uniformity through:

a. Visual continuity throughout all site pages.
b. Consistent page format, color schemes, and identification headers.
c. Consistent applications of text size and style.

d. Standardized navigation procedures between site pages.


http://www.cast.org/bobby/�

